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Whattodoinyourgarden: December 


The flower garden 


Complete planting of deciduous shrubs 
before the end of the year. 

Protect Jris unguicularis against slugs. 
Cover Christmas roses. 

Prune and train hardy climbers on walls. 
Take stock of garden tools, and order 
any additional items required. 

Check on conditions of dahlias and other 
tender plants being stored for the winter. 


The fruit garden 


Complete picking very late apples. 
Inspect stored fruits, remove rotten ones. 
Finish any necessary root pruning. 

Plant all fruits when soil conditions are 
suitable. If the soil is too wet loosen the 
bundles, remove the packing material and 
heel the plants in. If the soil is frozen keep 
the plants in a cool, frost-proof place. 
Ensure roots do not dry out and plant 

as soon as possible. 

Prune apples, pears, bush and cane fruits. 
Continue pruning except in hard freezing 
conditions, dealing with the young trees 
first, and then the older trees. Collect the 
prunings and burn. Apply simazine to 
established strawberries for weed control. 
Untie those laterals on spindle bush apple 
trees which have ‘set’ at required angle. 


Check the condition of all stakes. 

Look for and remedy wind rocking 

or construction. 

In cold districts bundle the new canes of 
blackberries and related cane fruits 
together and tie to a wire for winter 
protection. 

Start spraying of dormant tree, bush and 
cane fruits with tar oil winter wash to 
control aphids, sucker and scale insects. 
Complete the spraying of stone fruits by 
the end of the month. 

Inspect apples and pears for canker and 
treat where necessary. 


The vegetable garden 


Lift jerusalem artichokes, celery, leeks and 
Pparsnips as required for use. 

Lift and store carrots (July sown). 
Examine onions, potatoes and other 
roots in store, taking out decayed ones. 
Protect celery and globe artichokes with 
straw or bracken and increase protection 
of outdoor clamps and potatoes in store, 
should severe frost threaten. 

Dig all ground deeply as it becomes 
vacant. The importance of early digging 
cannot be stressed too strongly and 
double dig the ground intended for peas 
and beans, but use no fertilizer until the 
spring. 


Brief index to articles in the Journal 
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Absentee gardener. By Gay Hellyer 523 
Acer micranthum. By Mary Knox Finlay 
Actinidia. By Marianne Chippindale 
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Alpines, in sinks. By Will Ingwersen 

Annual General Meeting 

Annuals. By Christopher Lloyd 

Aphids in the garden. By A. J. Halstead ot 
Apple, National Register 175 
Basella alba. By M. G. Shirley 

Berries and bulbs. By Sheila Macqueen 
Bonemeal and baler twine. By Frances 
Pumphrey 


Border, A shady. By Frances Pumphrey 10 
Boxes, baskets and tubs. By Xenia Field 397 
Bugbanes. By Graham S. Thomas 230 
Bupleurum fruticosum. By E. F. Allen 92 
Campanula poscharskyana. By D. Haviland 38 
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Chelsea 1975. By Christopher Lloyd 340 
‘Cherry’ Ingram. By Anne Scott-James 518 
Climbers, Self-clinging evergreen. 

By Kenneth A. Beckett 193 
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Daffodils in pots. By David Lloyd 410 
D. E. D. By Dr J. N. Gibbs 229 
Diseases, some problems of 1974. 


By Audrey V. Brooks 188 
Eelworm pests of plants. 

By A. J. Halstead 158 
Elaeagnus pungens. By N. G. Treseder 207 


Eugenia myrtifolia. By A. W. Headlam 38 
February, Flowers in. By Valerie Finnis 91 
Gardens: 
Castle Drogo, in Devon. By Paul Miles 426 
Chateau de Beauregard. By Paul Miles 480 
Chelsea Physic. By Alan Paterson 234 
Chilterns, a small garden in the. 


By Elizabeth Coxhead 483 
Commonwealth War Graves 

Commission. By W. W. F. Harding 430 
Cotswold garden, a. By Anne 

Scott-James 245 
Cranborne Manor, Dorset. By Keith 
Blanchard 111 
Hungerdown House, Seagry, Wilts. 

By E. Barnes 12 
I’m on chalk. By Anne Scott-James 348 


In the Chelsea tradition. By Elizabeth 
Kleinwort 540 
Kiftsgate Court. By Elizabeth Coxhead 162 
Rose garden, a new, at Wisley. 


By John Clayton 276 
Scottish gardens. A three-day tour. 

By A. G. L. Hellyer 238 
Tilstone Lodge. By J. K. Hulme 80 
Town gardens. By Betty Massingham 292 
Wakehurst Place. By John Simmons 

and Tony Schilling 284 
Willmott. Miss A. Ellen Ann. 

By A. J. Anderson 586 
Wisley Pinetum. By Alan Mitchell 276 


Vizcaya—an Italian garden in Miami. 

By Paul Miles 83 
Glasshouses at Wisley: 

Beautiful and bizarre plants. 


By C. D. Brickell 570 

Cactus house. By J. Treyer-Evans 516 

Round the glasshouses. 

By C. D. Brickell 514 
Greenhouses: 


At Talbot Manor. By Geoffrey Smith 530 
Automation for amateurs. By Deenagh 
Goold-Adams 467 
Choosing. By Roy Hay 456 
Heating. By G. F. Sheard 460 
Habenarias, some eastern. 
By D. M. Hoskins and T. J. Lavender 40 
Heathers, a choice of new. By Brigadier 
C. E. Lucas Phillips 
Hedera helix ‘Sulphurea’. By Peter 
G. Rose 87 
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Humea elegans. By M. Hickson 

Iran, to find Alpines. By T. F. Hewer 
Jekyll, Gertrude. By Peter Stageman 
Kew, outdoor plants in flower in January. 


By F. Nigel Hepper 174 
Kitchen garden: 
Broad beans. By P. Walker 553 
Growing brambles. By Harry Baker 494 
Latterday Lettuces. By P. Walker 370 


Lettuces, Spinach, Onions. 


By P. Walker 418 
Raspberries. By Elizabeth Keep 419 
Strawberries. By Harry Baker and 
Elizabeth David 250 
Landscaping at Northampton. 
By Benjamin Smith 88 
Lawns. The control of moss. By David 
Pycraft 396 
Lilium rubellum. By Richard Yorke 136 
Lily, the most capricious. By Hugh 
Farmar 382 
Maintenance, One man, eight acres. 
By Arthur Hellyer 365 
Mattock, John, A 1974 Cheisea Gold 
Medal 
Metasequoia Tolerance of. By B. Leroy- 
Davidson 
National Gardens Scheme. By Lady 
Heald 129 
NDH. By F. W. Shepherd 125 
Nepal, a mountain walk. By Patrick 
M. Synge 355 
Nerines. By Tony Norris 486 


Orchid collection of the Palmengarten 
Frankfurt. By Dr Gustav Schoser 44 
Orchids under glass. By Charles Taylor 40 
Painting, flower. By LeslieGreenwood 198 
Pinks as biennials. By Christopher Lloyd A 
Pittosporum. By F. W. Shepherd 

Planning a Garden for Retirement. 


By Roy Hay 320 
Poppycock. The poppy family. 
By Wilfrid Blunt 492, 538, 611 


Potato Wart Disease. By Margaret Pratt 205 
Primulacae, germinating seeds. 


By R. J. Yates 132 
Pyrenean oxlips. By C. Sipkes 177 
Rhododendron rhabdotum. By Derek Hill 135 
Rhodohypoxis. By R. McConnell 39 
Root problems. By Audrey V. Brooks 384 
Russian trees. By A. G. L. Hellyer and 

J. G.S. Harris 

Sassafras, black or Tasmanian. 

By R. L. Shaw 196 
Sedge, ornamental. By N. Nickou 38 
Seed treatments for gardeners. 

By Walter Heydecker 116 
Shrubs, small, for small gardens. 

By Lanning Roper 472 
Silver leaves. By Mrs Desmond 

Underwood 298 
Solanum. An ornamental. By Robert 

Gimson 135 


Stewartia malacodendron. By Collingwood 
Ingram 90 


Stumps, tree. By D. Pycraft 572 
Trachycarpus. By Henry Cocker 209 
Tree fern from Mount Kinabalu, A new. 

By E. F. Allen 

Trees in towns. By William Flemer 22 
Trichantha minor—a correction. 

By C. D. Brickell and Brian Morley 172 


Tufa, cliff in my garden, A. By Roy Elliot 372 
Tulip species for gardens. By James Platt 503 
Vines in the open. By Harry Baker 100 
Violet Farm at Corfe Mullen, The. 

By Roy E. Coombs 

Viruses of Plants. By Dr Michael Hollings 304 
Willows in their variety. By Keith 

Steadman 588 
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